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all the communities, including Englishmen, to meet and end this
quarrel which is a disgrace to religion and to humanity* It seems
as if God has been dethroned. Let us reinstate Him in our hearts.

Toung India, 25-9-1924

124.   LETTER TO ANNIE BESANT

DELHI,
September 18, 1924

DEAR DR. BESANT,

I thank you for your letter. You know of my fast. I shall not
therefore have the privilege of presiding at the celebration1 of 2nd
October. Of course, I shall hope to send a message.

Regarding the Congress passing the constitution I see many
difficulties. But I am keeping an open mind. We shall discuss
it when we can meet. I do not expect any untoward result from
the fast.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

125.   LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS

September 18, 1924

MY DEAR CHARLIE,

I have your letter. I did not understand your question.
Certainly your sister could send socks of her own knitting for the
poor of Malabar. I will not go into the whole reasoning about
my previous declaration and the present relaxation. I do not dis-
cuss it because I can understand your point of view and defend
mine as correct from the only best standpoint. In any case there

1 Annie Besant's 78th birthday and the jubilee of her public life. The
function actually took place on October I at Cowasji Jehangir Hall, Bombay.
For Gandhiji's message, vide "Message on Annie Besant's Birthday", before
1-ICM924.